
 

Greetings to all and wishes for a happy new 

year! This past year has produced some 

“good news and bad news” that affects all 
of us who fly seaplanes. 

First the good news. The Columbia Sea-

plane Pilots Association was successful  in 

the fight for shared use of Waldo Lake. The 
judge in this case determined that the forest 

service did not have the authority to regu-

late seaplane operations on the lake and 
ordered reimbursement of legal fees. For more on this please read the attached 

synopsis of this victory for the good guys. In case you haven’t noticed ,  these 

types of actions by government agencies is on the rise. Every day the news is 
exposing some sort of government restriction of some type. It is becoming fur-

ther evident that seaplane operations are purposefully being excluded from so 

called “ environmentally sensitive “ areas without thoughtful research by those 

proposing it. 
The bad news is the ever increasing movement of the uninformed few that want 

to impose their agendas on the citizens. The writing is on the wall! It starts with 

one or a few in our government with an agenda. The ball starts to roll and if you 
are not paying attention the agenda becomes law. It is up to you as citizens and 

pilots to question the motives of those that want to impose restrictions on our 

responsible activities. I applaud Chuck Jarecki’s article in the MPA newsletter 
on this very subject. It is included in this newsletter for your review. 

More good news. Senate Bill 787 the so called Clean Water Restoration Act 

died in committee at the end of the last congress. As I mentioned in the Spring 

newsletter this bill had the potential to allow the government to have control 
over all bodies of water. Keep a close eye on crazy bills such as this in the fu-

ture. 

Ry Keller has come up with a great idea for a “places to go” section on the 
MSPA web site. Please check it out and provide any input you may have. 

Mark your calendar to attend the Montana Aviation Conference in Helena, MT 

March 3-5 at the Red Lion Colonial Hotel. The many exhibits, including the 

MSPA booth, are excellent and provide useful information for every aviation 
enthusiast. Please stop by our booth to say hi and talk seaplanes 

I look forward to a summer of seaplane flying adventures and good stories. 

 

Dave Bartholome 

President, MSPA 

Dave@mtseaplanes.org 
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Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association reimbursed $25,000 In 
Legal Expenses by U.S. Forest Service over Waldo Lake Fight 

Portland, Oregon-(October 28,2010) - The U.S. Forest Service has agreed 
to pay the Columbia Seaplane Pilots Association $25,000 for legal fees from a 
lawsuit in which the United States District Court ruled that the Forest Service 
did not have the legal authority to regulate seaplanes on Waldo Lake. 

The Forest Service had attempted to adopt a plan for Waldo Lake that would 
prohibit seaplanes from using the lake. For fifty years seaplanes have used 
Waldo Lake as an important available stop when traveling cross country along 
the route Seattle-Portland-Eugene-Klamath Falls-Shasta-San Francisco. In ad-
dition, pilots occasionally landed at the lake for recreational uses. 

CSPA argued that the Forest Service had no credible reason to prevent seaplanes 
on Waldo Lake, and pointed out that seaplane use of the lake was needed for 
the purpose of interstate travel which is protected under the Commerce Clause 
of the U.S. Constitution. In fact, the Forest Service staff had admitted they had 
never even seen a seaplane on the lake. Judges Coffin and Hogan from the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon, stated in their ruling that the For-
est Service attempt to prevent seaplanes from using Waldo Lake was "arbitrary, 
capricious and an abuse of discretion." The Columbia Seaplane Pilots Associa-
tion was represented in the case by Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt. 

Under the U.S. Administrative Procedure Act, non-profit groups such as CSPA 
may petition to be reimbursed for legal expenses if they prevail in the lawsuit. 
CSPA so petitioned, and was awarded the $25,000. CSPA will keep these 
funds in reserve should another fight occur where an agency attempts to curtail 
legitimate seaplane access rights. "We believe the Court's ruling confirms that 
seaplanes are a vital means of travel and commerce, and that reasonable and 
safe use of seaplanes in the Northwest should not be artificially restricted," 
noted Aron Faegre, President of CSPA. "We hope that other public agencies 
will recognize the importance of seaplane travel and continue to allow free and 
open access for our pilots." 

It is important that seaplanes continue to receive this right of access to naviga-
ble lakes and rivers, so that they can continue to be a practical mode of trans-
portation. Many citizens and planners are not aware that seaplanes can provide 
a much lower carbon footprint than automobiles, since they do not require the 
extensive infrastructure necessary to build and maintain highways, which has 
an enormous added carbon footprint. The seaplane's infrastructure is simply the 
existing healthy clean waterways, the same as what is needed for wildlife and 
recreation uses - with the added benefit that carbon is sequestered, not emitted. 
More information on the transportation access needs of seaplanes, their carbon 
footprint, and their use in the Pacific Northwest can be found at the Columbia 
Seaplane Pilots Association web site: www.c-spa.org or by contacting Mr. Fae-
gre at 520 SW Yamhill Street, Portland, Oregon 97204 503-222-2546. 

Contact Geanette 406-677-3423 or mpasecretarv@biackfoot.net for details. 
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Lake Music "house 

concerts", "Splash In's 

for seaplanes", 

 Weddings, and Special 

Events, 

Stillwater Landing 

is a special 

place to gather 

and celebrate life 

Sti l lwa ter Landing 2010  

What A great event! We had a 

blast. Thanks Bill.  

 



 

The Future of General Aviat ion  
S ubmi tt ed by C huck J areck i ,  P ois on,  M ont ana  

General Aviation is under assault in our country. After 50 years of outstanding experience as a pilot, it is 
beginning to occur to me that my generation of pilots may be the last ones who are, well ... pilots. The word 
"pilot" originated as the Indo-European root "ped" meaning "foot", as in "pedestrian" or "pedal". It re-
ferred to the steering oar out the back of a boat. That oar -the foot- determined where the vessel would go, 
and was controlled by the "pilot". In 1848 the French applied the term to those who flew balloons. The term 
stuck, and 162 years later we are still aerial pilots. For seaplane pilots it is both the water rudder and the air 
rudder that we steer with our feet. I like to think that a seaplane pilot is truly still the most basic of pilots - 
with one foot in the water and the other in the air. 

Why do I say that general aviation is under assault? Just look at the laws and regulations that the FAA, the 
TSA, and various other government agencies are trying to pass to limit what pilots can do. The flying 
dream is that man might someday fly by his own control and desire. The limitations being attempted on 
small aircraft are nailing a coffin around general aviation. Sure, there will be plenty of seats available on the 
giant aircraft of the future. But the 10,000-year-old dream that man can fly like a bird is in real jeopardy.  

One of really neat item that the CSPA has added is a Goggle maps of great water landing areas. Washington 
water landing spots  I will be working on adding this to our web site on the directory page and need sugges-
tions emailed to me of your favorite spots at ry@mtseaplanes.org. 

We have had a great year for visitors to our web page.  Over 1600 unique visitors per month on average.  
Check out many updates at www.mtseaplanes.org 

Let's list three major fronts that are under attack: 

—The FAA is focusing more and more on scheduled service as being the sum of what "aviation" means. 
The FAA staff is now predominantly non-pilots, who view their work as administrators to serve the airlines. 
They are not open to finding ways to facilitate general aviation and allow it to thrive. The FAA's manage-
ment view of a general aviation airport has not changed in 50 years. They are choking it to death. 

—The TSA is focusing on making it more difficult for pilots and non-pilots to access general aviation air-
ports and planes. 
Eliminating freedom of flight is one easy approach to counteract terrorists and can look like positive action, 
even if it does nothing in reality. In a democracy, one must harness the good will of the citizens to watch 
over and protect each other. General aviation pilots need to be viewed as a major part of the solution to 
solving aviation terrorism, not as the problem 
 
—Federal land agencies are trying to appear more environmentally friendly. In the past some of their 
policies have been disastrous. They find it convenient to throw in elimination of any aviation activity to 
their impact statements. To the uneducated it can appear that they are making progress in protecting the 
land, when it is often in reality just a straw dog - a false issue that soothes the general public and allows the 
agency to avoid addressing the important issues at hand. 

As pilots, we need to be proactive and supportive. We are a small, generally unheard, special interest group. 
Join the general aviation activist organizations that work to protect your rights on a local, state and national 
level. This would include AOPA, the Recreational Aviation Foundation, your state pilots' association and 
others that may pertain to your local area or special interest, like seaplanes. Participate in the associations' 
activities that will help achieve positive results. Be cooperative, a team player and non-confrontational. En-
joy flying out for a breakfast with your fellow aviators or a weekend camping trip to a back-country air-
strip, but then take the time to work to protect your rights. When called upon, write appropriate letters to 
elected officials and policy makers, promote your local airport, tell the story of why GA is an important 
component of our nation's transportation system.   By standing together and working together we can protect 
general aviation's rightful place in America. 

http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=p&msa=0&msid=104896879564913515580.0004671108cb56b56832f&ll=48.144098,-122.266846&spn=2.565809,4.669189&z=7&source=embed
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=p&msa=0&msid=104896879564913515580.0004671108cb56b56832f&ll=48.144098,-122.266846&spn=2.565809,4.669189&z=7&source=embed
http://mtseaplanes.org/home


 

Martin Hale from Whitefish Montana USA writes- 

I started flying with a private license (SEL) in 1980, and then two years later received a float rating which was 

one of my life’s biggest thrills. Today I fly my Cessna 180 modified with a 0-520 and three bladed propeller 

on strait floats. 

My flight time exceeds 5000 hours with the majority being on those floats that have taken me to places all over 

North America few people get to see, including Alaska for up to five times annually. Even with all that past 

experience I am a long way from knowing it all as flying has numerous challenges and no one person could 

live long enough to be caught in every scenario. That is what brought me to Bryan Webster’s Aviation Egress 

Systems pilot and passenger ditching school. 

I had no idea what the program was all about, but was keen to learn whatever is offered which will improve 

my piloting or overall survival skills. The ground school was a real eye opener as everything that was dis-

cussed dealt with real life situations that have happened to aviators similar to me. One quickly realizes how 

important Egress training could be the first time you are rolled upside down and become totally disorientated 

and unable to find the door handles inside their ditching simulators. 

I absolutely had no idea of the challenges that present themselves in Egressing a flipped over aircraft, or the 

speed at which they occur. The AES program makes the pilot think of things like different kinds of passengers 

that are transported in aircraft whether on wheels or floats, and what could happen if one ends up inverted in a 

lake or river. 

Example: What about passengers who are non-swimmers, large or elderly not to mention children who rely 

totally on us for advice and leadership especially under the stress of an accident. We were taught first hand 

how dangerous a boater’s style life vest or jacket could be inside an aircraft under water in the simulators, and 

why inflatable PFD’S were invented for aircraft originally. 

You will learn about the options available for life vests and why pilots and passengers should be wearing in-

flatable units, as even when ready in a warm swimming pool most of us left them behind in the rush to get out. 

I have tried to talk many of my aviation buddies to take the time and attend this course with a variety of re-

sponses. One pilot said, “Oh I will just be careful and not take chances”. Others were concerned about per-

forming poorly in front of their friends, or were uncomfortable in water. A person should put the concerns out 

of his/her mind and sign up soon, especially if are apprehensive as this is all the more reason to attend. Plan to 

use this opportunity to learn and practice these skills in a safe controlled environment where if you do poorly 

there are chances to repeat the procedure and get it right the next time. 

A floatplane pilot is no more than a log in the water, rogue wave or sudden gust of wind away from a possible 

upset and one must be prepared for such an event. I have now taken this course twice, as I realized after my 

first session that my wife who flies with me on a regular basis should also be proficient in Egressing a ditching 

as I could be incapacitated during a real incident. 

I strongly believe in the Egress training provided, and tell all other pilots you cannot appreciate the benefits 

until you complete the course. The one group of pilots who does understand why this is so important are our 

military folks who have long understood the dangers and repeated this training annually for years as it is man-

datory for them. Just like practicing engine failures and stalls this should be included in any pilot’s emergency 

training program.     Signed Martin Hale. 

http://www.dunk-you.com/ 

E gress training  



ON A LIGHTER NOTE  

The Montana Aviation Conference, scheduled for March 3,4 &5, will be in Helena this year at the Red Lion 

Colonial Hotel. Our association will have a booth there promoting seaplanes. The booth will be staffed by Ry 

Keller and anybody else that would like to participate.  Please email ry@mtseaplanes.org if you can help with 

the booth.  

 

I am looking for ideas for fly-in get togethers  this coming season. Those of you that like Hungry Horse Reser-

voir let me know and Beth and I can set up some sort of breakfast or lunch thing there. Look forward to hear-

ing from you folks. 

 

Dave Bartholome 

New Forum for M ontana S eaplane P ilots Associat ion  
We have an new place to post comments and other items of interest.  This forum is presented to us free of 

charge by www.seaplaneforums.com “The seaplane pilots network”. 

Follow our link: http://seaplaneforum.com/viewforum.php?f=95  

To post a new topic in a forum, click the relevant button on either the forum or topic screens. You may need to 

register before you can post a message. A list of your permissions in each forum is available at the bottom of 

the forum and topic screens. Example: You can post new topics, You can vote in polls, etc. 

One of really neat item that the CSPA has added is a Goggle maps of great water landing areas. Washington 
water landing spots  I will be working on adding this to our web site on the directory page and need sugges-
tions emailed to me of your favorite spots at ry@mtseaplanes.org. 

We have had a great year for visitors to our web page.  Over 1600 unique visitors per month on average.  
Check out many updates at www.mtseaplanes.org 

Web S tuff  

http://seaplaneforum.com/viewforum.php?f=95
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=p&msa=0&msid=104896879564913515580.0004671108cb56b56832f&ll=48.144098,-122.266846&spn=2.565809,4.669189&z=7&source=embed
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&t=p&msa=0&msid=104896879564913515580.0004671108cb56b56832f&ll=48.144098,-122.266846&spn=2.565809,4.669189&z=7&source=embed
http://mtseaplanes.org/home

